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The GREAT Programme: 2010-2015 

Student Training 
17 ESR/PhDs 

Workshops & Exchanges 

http://www.great-esf.eu  
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The GREAT Programme: 2016-2020 

GREAT2Net

GAIA-ITN

Workshops & Exchanges 

Student Training 
GREAT2RISE
Non EU & Industry 
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GREAT Meetings (2010-2015) 
over 2000 scientists attending ~60 events   

http://great.ast.cam.ac.uk/Greatwiki/GaiaScienceMeetings  
See this link also for the final reports from each meeting  

Many papers, proceedings, white papers, proposals generated 



Key GREAT Meetings in 2014 
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l  Final GREAT-ITN conference, 
Barcelona, 1-5 Dec 2014 

l  Successful and interesting 
conference (#greatconf14) 

l  Range of science from the 
network presented together 
with the latest from Gaia 

l  Proceedings in the EAS 
Publication Series (Aug 15) 

l  http://gaia.ub.edu/greatconf14  
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Final GREAT ESF Meetings 
(since last EWASS 2014) 

http://great.ast.cam.ac.uk/Greatwiki/GaiaScienceMeetings  



GREAT RNP Activity Highlights 
GREAT and Gaia Data Access 

l  Gaia Data Archive system now under 
development through DPAC CU9 

l  GREAT has provided the forum to gather 
community input to the requirements 
l  Key events at GREAT Plenaries 

l  Requirements captured via the GREAT wiki 
l  http://great.ast.cam.ac.uk/Greatwiki/

GaiaDataAccess  
l  Use case collected so far in Brown et al (see 

http://www.rssd.esa.int/doc_fetch.php?id=3125400) 
l  Second round of use scenarios from the 

community requested – see wiki above  
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GREAT RNP Activity Highlights 
GREAT Science 

l  Workshops and networking activities have supported a 
range of key topics in the science of Gaia 
l  Modelling – e.g. Besancon School, Gaia Challenge 
l  Spectral Analysis – series of workshops (support to GES) 
l  Alerts – Gaia Alerts telescope network established 
l  AGN/ ExtraGal – support to GAGNES workshops 

l  Significant new networks of European scientists have 
organised effective joint research 
l  Supporting wider scientific activity – e.g. spectral analysis 

required by the surveys, modelling required to interpret 
Gaia data, alerts bring together observatories to follow-up 
the alert stream from Gaia, etc 
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GREAT RNP Activity Highlights 
GREAT and Training 

l  Strong focus of GREAT in providing relevant training to 
the science community 
l  Addressing areas required to scientifically exploit Gaia 

l  Schools on topics such as ‘AstroStatistics’, ‘Galactic 
Dynamics’, ‘Observational Techniques’,‘Distances’: 
proceedings and online materials providing a legacy 

l  Beneficial links between the GREAT ESF and ITN 
programmes have allowed for greater participation from 
students across Europe.  

l  Synergies will be exploited with the GREAT2Net, 
GREAT2Rise and GAIA-ITN network activities involving 
scientists, students, academe industry 
l  Lay ground work for science for Gaia and next steps astrometry 
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GREAT2Net 
extending GREAT in the era of Gaia 

l  The Gaia/ GREAT community, with the support of the 
Gaia Science Team & the DPAC Executive will propose 
a COST networking programme (deadline Sep 2015) 

l  Programme will focus on scientific preparation and 
exploitation of the Gaia data over the 4 year period 
2016-2019, plus develop European astrometry expertise 
l  Support to workshops and research exchange visits 
l  Focus on exploitation of Gaia data (first releases summer ’16) 

l  Those interested in participating complete the survey at 
http://www.great-esf.eu/participate/Great2Net-EoI-Dec14/  


